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justified. Some think that he saved the province from much
worse disorders; others, British as well as Indian., regard his
action as brutal and unnecessary. But there is no doubt that the
month of April 1919, when it occurred, was the most alarming
month for British residents in India since the Mutiny of 1857.

Future prospects. These events gave the new Indian constitu-
tion a bad start. None the less it worked better than many
expected, and in 1935, *m fulfilment of the Montagu pledge, a
second and further advance towards Indian self-government was
made by means of an India Act carried through the House of
Commons by Sir Samuel Hoare. The difficulties in the way of
complete Indian self-government are many and obvious. The
cleavage between the Hindus and the minority of 90,000,000
Mohammedans is as deep and as real as that between rival
nationalities in Europe, and Mohammedan communities are
scattered over all parts of the country. They will not submit to
government controlled and exercised by the Hindu majority.
And there is the army question. At present India is defended by
a British-Indian army largely staffed, and in its upper ranks
almost entirely staffed, by British officers. A partly British army
could not be subordinate to a purely Indian government. Even
if the British element in the army could in course of time be
entirely eliminated, the problem would not be solved; for the
Indian army is almost entirely recruited from certain 'warlike*
provinces such as the Panjab, whereas the political leaders of the
Hindu Congress party mostly come from provinces which make
practically no contribution to the army, and it is doubtful if a
predominantly Panjabi army would be an obedient servant of
predominantly Bengali politicians. These and other difficulties
may in course of time be overcome, but it is no use pretending
they are not there, as many enthusiasts for Indian progress,
both British and Indian, are at times apt to do.

Egypt. Egypt had made remarkable progress in material
welfare since the British took control of it in 1882. Lord Cromer,
it is said, gave Egypt water and justice. * Justice3 speaks for itself,
and * water' refers to the scientific irrigation of tie Egyptian plain
by Nile water, which more than doubled the productivity of the
country. But our rule was never very popular and our un-
popularity was much increased by the use we made of Egypt